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Last year, we received a bequest from one of members, the late Louise Sheba who passed away earlier in the year after a long 

illness. As we wanted to honor the very special person, Louise was, we decided to: 

1. Erect a memorial seat recognizing her involvement in Swan Reserve and conservation in general throughout the south 

west. 

2. Install a new piece of playground equipment in the shape of a car to cater for small children who until now have not had 

anything to use. 

 

Triton Woodworkers have constructed the pieces below for us and Warrnambool City Council will be installing them soon at 

Swan Reserve. A great way to remember Louise for many years to come. 

Welcome to the first Friends of Swan Reserve newsletter for 2018, I hope everyone has had a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. Despite the very dry conditions our garden is surviving well with many plants in flower. Some of the beds are 

badly in need of mulching so this will be a priority in the coming year as well as keeping up with the weeding and pruning. 

Three plants in flower at the moment are: 

Banksia aemula (Wallum Banksia) is an eastern states banksia that occurs in the coastal areas of southern Queensland and 

southwards to Sydney and can grow as tall as 8 metres but is unlikely to reach that growing here in Warrnambool. 

Banksia pilostylis is a small to medium attractive shrub that comes from southern WA mainly around Esperance and its flowers 

produce nectar attracting honeyeaters, bees and other native insects and mammals.   

Banksia aculeata (Prickly Banksia) is also from WA coming from the Sterling Ranges.  A shrub up to 2 m tall, it has dense      

foliage and leaves with very prickly serrated margins. Its unusual pinkish, pendent flower spikes, are generally hidden in the   

foliage and appear during early summer. This one rarely flowers but this year it already has 6 flowers on it with quite a few 

more buds on the way. This one I grew from seed some 20 years ago. One to look out for. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pendent

